








An  Example :  The Willis Pilot Study 





Identifying Environmental/Social Management Units  (EMUs)�
�



EMU�
ROS Classes�
Visitor  Patterns�
Typical  Impacts�
�
Major River and Creek Valleys


  Specific sites include Snowy and 


  Lower Pinch Rivers �
Roaded Natural�
Heavy use, particularly in summer season. Camping and associated activities. �
Environmentally sensitive and highly vulnerable area ; sandy soils subject to both erosion and compaction. 


High.�
�
Roads and Tracks�
Semi-remote and Roaded Natural�
Often heavy use, even out of season. �
Include littering, erosion of edges, introduction of weeds and pathogens. Focuses other impacts. 


Considerable.�
�
Upland basins and valleys


  Include back-country valleys,


  e,g,, the Ingeegoodbee, here.�
Remote and Semi-remote�
Light use, again particularly in summer.�
Some sandy but often loamy soils ;


significant damage to vegetation and wetland forms, particularly by feral horses, may occur. 


Medium.�
�
Mountain Slopes�
All ; provide vital scenic background to Roaded Natural�
Minimal�
Minimal�
�



This table probably makes clear the reason for this step in the process ; it identifies those areas on which most management effort must be expended. As is so often the case, the most utilised area is also one of the most vulnerable. 





Roads and tracks are a special kind of area, which, in spite of (or even partly because of)  hardening, are impacted in a range of ways, and also serve as a focal point for other impacts.





�
Although as noted above, it may sometimes be necessary to identify the whole of an ROS unit as an EMU, this would pose considerable problems in resource allocation. In this example, the first identified area does in fact tend to coincide with the roaded natural class, but it remains at an appropriate scale and level of accessibility for both regular monitoring and any necessary management actions.  But it would be totally unrealistic to nominate any of the other ROS classes as a unit for this level of management.�
Areas which may well demand identification as EMUs include those which are subject to heavy visitor traffic or other use ; those of special environmental value, e.g., wetlands or caves and those which are particularly vulnerable, e.g., vegetation communities on easily eroded soils.  �
�
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